It sounds simple—
butit rarely is

“"55+ community” can mean a lot of different
things.

Some are active and social.

Some are quiet and low-key.

Some focus on amenities.

Others focus on simpler homes and less
maintenance.

The challenge is that many look similar at first
—but feel very different once you live there.

Most people don't struggle with finding
options.

They struggle with figuring out which one will
actually work for them.

The label doesn't tell you enough—you have
to look at how the community fits your daily
life.

Choosing a 55+ Community That
Supports Life Going Forward

For some, that means simplifying and reducing
responsibility.

For others, it means staying put and making
thoughtful adjustments.

It may also mean moving closer to family or
support.

Each path comes with tradeoffs—and that's
part of the decision.

If you'd like a clearer picture of local options,
these community guides break down:

« Home types and layouts

¢ HOA structure and costs

« Distance to shopping and medical care

e What daily living actually looks like

You can view or download those here:
www.TomSharpRealtor.com/55-living
Or scan the QR code.
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What Actually Matters
Day to Day

It's easy to focus on amenities when comparing
communities.

But most long-term satisfaction comes from the
basics:

+ Home layout — Can you live comfortably on
one level?

« Maintenance — What's handled for you—
and what isn't?

+ Location — How easy are everyday errands
and appointments?

« Community feel — Quiet, active, structured,
or flexible?

+ HOA details — What are you paying for,
month after month?

Amenities can be a bonus—but they don't fix a

layout or location that doesn’t work.

The right community feels easier to live in—
not just nicer to look at.

A Simple Way to Evaluate
Your Options

Instead of asking:
“Is this a good community?”

Try asking:
"Would this make my everyday life easier—or more
complicated?”
his

A simple way to check:

e Would daily routines feel simpler here?

¢ Does the layout support how you live now?
Will this still work in 5-10 years?
¢ Are you paying for things you'll actually use?
¢ Does the pace of the community feel right?

You don't need a perfect match—just one that
reduces friction in your day-to-day life.

This is less about comparing features—and more
about how life would actually feel there.

When a 55+ Community Fits -
and When It Doesn’t

Often a good fit if:
e You want less upkeep and fewer
responsibilities
» A single-level home would make life easier
e You prefer a quieter, more predictable
environment

May not be the right fit if:
» You want fewer rules or more flexibility
e You're comfortable maintaining your current
home
o HOA fees or structure feel limiting

There's no “right” answer here—just what works

for you.

A 55+ community is one option—not the
default next step.
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