Finding the Right Balance

Every housing choice involves tradeoffs. The goal
isn't to avoid every cost—it's to choose the path
that creates the greatest value for your future.

e What is my home costing me in time?

* What is it costing me physically?

+ What is it costing me emotionally?

e What is it giving me in return?

» Which choice best supports the life | want five

years from now?

The best housing decision isn't always the least
expensive—it's the one that best supports your
priorities and future plans.

Continue Exploring Your
Options

This guide is part of our free Lifelong Living Guides—a
growing collection of Planning Ahead resources that
help individuals and families make informed housing
decisions with greater clarity and confidence.

Continue exploring with these related Lifelong Living
Guidesl:

When Is It Time to Move?
If you're wondering whether change is becoming
necessary.

Staying vs. Moving: A Practical Comparison
If you're comparing both options.

Thinking Ahead About Affordability & Flexibility
If affordability is part of the decision.

Explore our complete collection of free Lifelong Living
Guides, Planning Ahead resources, and practical
checklists at:

www.tomsharprealtor.com/planning-ahead

Scan for all FREE Guides & Resources
(no registration required)

Tom Sharp,REALTOR®
Al Greater Athens Properties
(706) 331-6035
TomSharpRealtor@gmail.com

Helping people make thoughtful, lifelong real estate decisions —
with clarity and confidence.

— Lifelong Living Series —

The True Costs of Staying
vs. Moving

By Tom Sharp
Senior Real Estate Specialist®

Starting the conversation before housing
needs become urgent can help families
better understand their options and plan with
more confidence and less pressure
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Looking Beyond the Price Tag

Housing decisions involve more than monthly
payments. Looking at the full picture can help you
compare the true costs of staying and moving.

+ Financial Costs — Monthly payments are
important, but taxes, insurance, maintenance, and
future affordability all deserve consideration.

¢ Practical Needs - Home maintenance,
accessibility, and everyday convenience can have
a significant impact on daily life.

¢ Emotional Adjustments — Memories,
independence, family relationships, and peace of
mind often influence housing decisions as much
as finances.

» Lifestyle Fit— Your location, activities, support
network, and future plans all affect whether a
home continues to fit your needs.

The goal isn't to find one "right" answer. It's to
understand the tradeoffs and choose the path that
best fits your future.

The Costs of Staying

Staying in your current home may be the right choice
—but it's important to understand both the benefits
and the challenges.

Maintenance & Repairs — Routine upkeep and
unexpected repairs often become more frequent
over time.

Time & Physical Effort — Yard work, cleaning, and
home maintenance may require increasing time
and energy.

Accessibility — Stairs, bathrooms, and other
features may become harder to use as needs
change.

Transportation — Driving farther for shopping,
healthcare, or family visits may become less
convenient.

Operating Costs — Utilities, insurance, taxes, and
maintenance expenses often continue to
increase.

Future Flexibility — Waiting too long to consider
options may limit future choices.

The familiar choice often feels like the easiest
one—but the full costs of staying aren't always
obvious..
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The Costs of Moving

Every move brings both opportunities and
challenges. Understanding the financial, emotional,
and practical considerations can help you decide
whether moving is the right choice.

* Moving Expenses — Packing, transportation, and
other costs add up.

« Emotional Attachment — Leaving memories
behind can be difficult.

¢ Leaving Friends & Neighbors — Relationships and
routines often change.

¢ Adjusting to New Community — New
surroundings take time to feel familiar.

¢ Amenities & HOA Fees — Shared amenities may
provide lifestyle benefits and reduce maintenance
responsibilities, but they also come with ongoing
monthly or annual fees..

¢ Higher Housing Costs — Monthly expenses may
increase.

+ Downsizing Decisions — Choosing what to keep
isn't always easy.

* Transition Stress — Adjusting takes time.

Every move involves tradeoffs, making it important
to consider both the benefits and the challenges
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